Biens venus!
A dialogue between contemporary art and national monuments

Cildo Meireles at Mont-Saint-Michel Abbey
From 26 June to 16 November 2025

Throughout 2025, the exhibition series Biens venus! will invite contemporary artists to show their
works at seven emblematic French monuments. The project, a partnership between the Centre
national des arts plastiques (CNAP) and the Centre des monuments nationaux (CMN), will create a
new kind of dialogue between contemporary artworks and the history and architecture of the
monuments hosting them.

As part of Biens venus!, Mont-Saint-Michel Abbey will exhibit Marulho by the artist Cildo Meireles,
one of the masterpieces in the CNAP’s collection.

Created in 1991 by one of Brazil’s most influential conceptual artists, this remarkable work of great
simplicity creates a dreamy seascape that viewers are invited to explore.

More than 5,000 books laid on the floor and open on pages showing photos of sea water form an
expanse of waves, lulling viewers as they gaze down from a wooden pier stretching out over the
installation.

Drawing us further into this new dimension, Cildo Meireles’ work is accompanied by a soundscape of
whispering voices — eighty people of all ages repeating the word “water” over and over in thirty
different languages, reminding us of the vital nature of this element.

More than thirty years after it was created, this work is taking on new meaning as awareness grows
of the urgent need to preserve our environment. The presentation of this work at Mont-Saint-Michel
will be one of the highlights of the 2025 France-Brazil Season, which adopts the climate and the
green transition as one of its three themes. Presented for the first time in a heritage setting, Marulho
has a particular resonance at the heart of Mont-Saint-Michel Abbey, its poetic and immersive
dimension revealing the monks’ refectory in a new light.

Cildo Meireles was born in Rio de Janeiro in 1948. Primarily an installation artist and sculptor, he
seeks through his work to interact with the viewer in a bid to heighten their awareness of the
injustices and scourges that blight our world. His works have been showcased in many international
exhibitions, including major retrospectives at the New Museum of Contemporary Art in New York in
1999, the Tate Modern in London in 2008 and the Museum of Contemporary Art in Barcelona in
2009.
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